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TAGS: FARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: EUTURE TRILATERAL CONSULTATIONS ON NUCLEAR ISSUES 

FOR ACDA DIRECTOR IKLE FROM AMBASSADOR RUMSFELD 

LIAM CONCERNED OVER THE ADVERSE EFFECTS UPON THE ALLIANCE 
OF CONTINUING THE PRACTICE OF CONDUCTING TRILATERAL DISCUSSIONS 
ON MBFR AWAY FROM BRUSSELS AND WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
OTHER ALLIES. ALLIANCE DISCUSSIONS ON EAST- WEST NEGOTIATIONS - 
CSCE AND SALT, AS WELL AS MBFR - HAVE HERETOFORE BEEN MODELS 
OF ALLIANCE CONSULTATIONS AND COHESION, AND THE APPEARANCE OF 
FRICTION AMONG THE ALLIES CAN ONLY STRENGTHEN SOVIET HAND AND 
ADD TO THE CURRENT DIEFICULTIES IN U.S.-EUROPEAN RELATIONS. 

2. 1 SUGGEST, THERFORE, THAT U.S. GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 

TO HOLDING SUBSEQUENT TRILATERAL MEETINGS IN BRUSSELS AT USNATO 
MISSION. THIS WOULD BE EXPLICABLE TO OTHER ALLIES, SINCE 
THERE ARE BILATERALS, TRILATERALS, QUADRILATERALS AND 
PENTAGONALS GOING ON HERE ALL THE TIME. WE SHOULD KEEP THESE 
MEETINGS AS LOW-KEY AND AS INFORMAL AS POSSIBLE, BUT SHOULD 
NOT HIDE FROM THE OTHER ALLIES THAT THEY ARE GOING ON. IF 
ANOTHER COUNTRY EXPRESSED A STRONG INTEREST IN ATTENDING, 

MEETING WITH ONE OR MORE OF THE PARTICIPANTS, WE COULD CONSIDER THAT 
REQUEST ON ITS MERITS. 

3. 1 RECOGNIZE THAT IT WOULD BE INCONVENIENT EOR WASHINGTON 
TO SEND A TEAM TO BRUSSELS TOO OFTEN FOR THIS PURPOSE, 
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BUT SUCH GATHERINGS ARE NOT NEEDED FREQUENTLY. 

SCHEDULING THESE MEETINGS IN BRUSSELS WOULD ALSO HELP 
CORRECT THE UNFAVORABLE IMPRESSION CREATED BY THE ALLIES' 

DISCOVERY THAT WE HAD ATTEMPTED TO HOLD THE MARCH 13 TRILATERAL 
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WITHOUT THEIR KNOWLEDGE, AND WOULD IMPROVE PROSPECTS FOR APPROVAL 
BY ALL ALLIES OF THE EVENTUAL ALLIANCE POSITION ON NUCLEAR ASPECTS. 
RUMSFELD 

SECRET 
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